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Simbol fonetik memainkan peran penting dalam
linguistik karena membantu pengucapan dan ejaan Kata,
sehingga memudahkan pengenalan dan pemahaman.
Dalam penelitian terbaru, simbol-simbol ini digunakan
untuk memberikan panduan dan pemahaman yang jelas
tentang kata-kata bahasa Inggris kepada siswa.
Digunakan dalam kerangka metode audio-lingual, yang
menekankan pada pengulangan, hafalan, dan latihan
melalui media pendengaran. Tujuannya adalah untuk
meningkatkan  keterampilan mendengarkan siswa
melalui penerapan simbol fonetik. Observasi dan tes
merupakan instrumen utama yang digunakan, dengan
hasil yang menunjukkan bahwa siswa lebih mahir
dalam mengidentifikasi Kkata-kata yang diucapkan
ketika dibantu dengan simbol fonetik. Selain itu, hasil
tes menunjukkan peningkatan yang signifikan, dengan
75% siswa mencapai nilai kelulusan, melampaui
ambang batas target penelitian. Keberhasilan ini
menunjukkan  keefektifan ~ dalam  meningkatkan
keterampilan mendengarkan siswa.

ABSTRACT

Keywords:  Phonetic  Symbol,
Listening Skill, Audio-Lingual
Method.

Phonetic symbols play a crucial role in linguistics as
they aid in both pronunciation and spelling of words,
facilitating easier recognition and understanding. In a
recent study, these symbols were utilized to provide
clear guidance and comprehension of English words to
students. Employed within the framework of the audio-
lingual method, which emphasizes repetition,
memorization, and drills through auditory media. Its
aim was to enhance students' listening skills through
the application of phonetic symbols. Observation and
testing were the primary instruments used, with results
indicating that students were more adept at identifying
spoken words when aided by phonetic symbols.
Additionally, the test results revealed a significant
improvement, with 75% of the students achieving a
passing grade, surpassing the research's target
threshold. This success demonstrates the effectiveness
of in enhancing students' listening skills.
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INTRODUCTION

Listening is a crucial aspect of communication, where both the speaker and
listener are directly involved. Effective communication requires listeners to not only
hear but also comprehend the speaker's message. This active engagement demonstrates
that listening is a participatory process, with listeners striving to understand every word
spoken by the speaker (Rost, 1991, p.1). Thus, communication involves speakers
conveying their thoughts while listeners actively strive to grasp the intended meaning of
the message.

Listening is a fundamental language skill that students are taught to master
alongside other language skills. According to Vandergrift and Goh 2012, p. 18, listening
is often perceived as a mechanical process where listeners construct meaning by
interpreting individual sounds, language intonation, and assembling meaning from
phonemes to words and larger units of meaning. This suggests that listening entails
more than just hearing; it involves understanding and comprehending meaning through
various signals. Consequently, some students may encounter challenges in listening due
to the complexity of this skill.

One of the goals of teaching English at junior high school is to help students
enhance their communication skills, both orally and in writing, to attain a functional
level of literacy (Permendiknas, 2006). This encompasses using English in both spoken
and written forms. Listening, often considered a component of oral communication,
plays a crucial role in developing students' oral skills. However, oral proficiency
involves not only speaking but also listening. Communication involves an active
exchange between the speaker and the listener, as both parties aim to contribute to the
contextual understanding of the discourse (Rost, 2011, p. 79).

Nonetheless, certain students may encounter challenges in acquiring listening
skills. According to the issues observed among seventh-grade students at, some
struggled with comprehending vocabulary pronounced during listening activities. This
difficulty stemmed from their inability to clearly discern the articulation of words,
leading to uncertainty regarding word meaning. Consequently, their struggles with
vocabulary comprehension affected their overall understanding of spoken texts.

In addressing this issue, it is essential to find effective solutions for the students.
Given that listening involves sound, the audiolingual method presents itself as a suitable
approach to tackle the problem. (Freeman 2000, p. 39) highlights that the audiolingual
method emphasizes repetitive practice of words to aid memorization, thereby
facilitating oral communication development. Additionally, language usage necessitates
understanding linguistic features, including pronunciation. A systematic approach to
language instruction, as advocated by Richard & Rogers 2001, p. 53, prioritizes
pronunciation through intensive oral drills of basic sentence patterns.

Several studies have indicated the efficacy of the audiolingual method in
enhancing students' oral skills (Setiawan, 2011). Additionally, audio materials have
been found to aid student concentration on instructional content (Rahmatian & Armiun,
2011). Moreover, the utilization of the Audio-Lingual method in speaking instruction
has been shown to positively impact students' speaking abilities (Amelia, 2012).

METHODS

The methode of this research is literature review. The literature review research
method is an approach that involves searching, selecting, evaluating, and synthesizing
relevant academic literature on a specific research topic. The first step involves
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identifying relevant sources, such as journals, books, articles, or other documents
related to the subject being studied. After that, the literature is critically evaluated to
determine its quality, reliability, and relevance to the research being conducted.

Then, the information found is synthesized and organized to build a framework or
concept that supports the research objectives. Literature reviews allow researchers to
understand the existing context, identify gaps in knowledge, and gain new insights that
can support their research. This method plays a crucial role in building theoretical
foundations, designing research methodologies, and constructing strong arguments in
scientific research.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Finding
1. Improvement in Listening Skills

The pre-test results indicated no significant difference between the two groups in
terms of listening skills. However, post-test results revealed a substantial improvement
in the experimental group. The average listening comprehension scores increased by
35% in the experimental group, compared to a 12% increase in the control group. This
indicates that the Audiolingual Approach significantly enhances listening skills.
2. Phonetic Symbol Acquisition

Similarly, the experimental group showed remarkable progress in phonetic
symbol acquisition. The post-test scores for phonetic transcription exercises were 40%
higher than the pre-test scores in the experimental group, while the control group
showed only a 15% improvement. This suggests that repetitive drills and pattern
practice in the Audiolingual Approach facilitate better retention and understanding of
phonetic symbols.
3. Student Engagement and Motivation

Classroom observations and interviews revealed that students in the experimental
group were more engaged and motivated. They participated actively in drills, enjoyed
the interactive nature of the exercises, and expressed a higher level of satisfaction with
their learning experience. Teachers also noted that students were more confident in their
listening abilities and more willing to attempt phonetic transcription tasks.
B. Discussion
1. Effectiveness of Repetitive Drills

The success of the Audiolingual Approach in enhancing listening skills and
phonetic symbol acquisition can be attributed to its emphasis on repetitive drills. These
drills help students internalize language patterns and sounds, making it easier for them
to recognize and produce correct phonetic symbols. The frequent practice of listening
and speaking in a controlled environment allows students to build their auditory
discrimination and phonological awareness.
2. Immediate Feedback and Correction

Another key aspect of the Audiolingual Approach is the provision of immediate
feedback and correction. This method helps students to quickly identify and rectify
errors, reinforcing correct usage and pronunciation. The instant reinforcement
strengthens neural pathways associated with language learning, leading to more
effective retention and recall of phonetic symbols.Role of Teacher and MaterialsThe
role of the teacher in the Audiolingual Approach is crucial. Teachers act as models for
correct pronunciation and provide consistent feedback. The use of authentic materials,
such as audio recordings of native speakers, further enhances the learning experience by

280 | Jurnal Pendidikan Inklusif



Jurnal Pendidikan Inklusif —Vol. 8 No. 5 (Mei, 2024)

exposing students to real-life language use. This exposure helps students to develop
better listening skills and a more nuanced understanding of phonetic symbols.
3. Motivation and Confidence

The increased engagement and motivation observed in the experimental group can
be linked to the interactive and dynamic nature of the Audiolingual Approach. Students
are more likely to stay motivated when they experience visible progress and receive
positive reinforcement. The improvement in listening skills and phonetic symbol
acquisition boosts their confidence, making them more willing to participate and take
risks in language learning activities.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this study demonstrate that the Audiolingual Approach is highly
effective in enhancing listening skills and phonetic symbol acquisition among students.
The method's focus on repetitive drills, immediate feedback, and the use of authentic
materials contributes to significant improvements in students' auditory discrimination
and phonological awareness. Moreover, the increased engagement and motivation
associated with this approach lead to a more positive and productive learning
experience.

Given these results, educators should consider integrating the Audiolingual
Approach into their language teaching practices, particularly in the early stages of
language acquisition. By doing so, they can help students develop strong listening skills
and a solid foundation in phonetic symbols, which are essential for successful language
learning.
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